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3.1.0. INTRODUCTION
The objective of this Unit is to familiarise you with the allegorical mode as an important form of literary representation in 17th century English Literature. This is however fundamentally different from the manner in which one could understand ‘allegory’ in Middle English literature. We have in mind that this particular text, the author and the literary mode itself are not as well known to you as many other literary texts, whether prose, poetry or drama, in English Literature. But it is equally true that John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress is, perhaps, one of such prose wittings as constitute the meaningful landmarks which one cannot easily ignore. Generically, thematically and structurally too, the work by Bunyan evades any type of specifications. You may call it an allegory, or even a theological tract within a framework of fiction. 

The plan behind designing this Unit is to draw your attention to this varied multiplicity of the meaning of the text. At this level of your academic discipline, the reading of The Pilgrim’s Progress as a whole will be too heavy and ponderous. That is why an excerpt has been taken from the original work. The excerpt, however, is carefully chosen, since it is one of the core passages of this famous work. If you read it carefully, you will be able to understand its thematic richness, its allegorical signification and the Christian, theological/Puritanic ideas embedded in the text. But before guiding you to its multiplicity of interests, we would initially focus attention on John Bunyan himself, the Puritanic background of the early seventeenth century, to be followed by a brief summary of the text, and lastly a few critical observations on the excerpt, recommended in your course.

3.1.1. BRIEF LITERARY BIOGRAPHY OF BUNYAN
The life of John Bunyan is such that we need to delve into a bit of personal details to understand his literary world. Bunyan came of a poor parentage, his father being a tin smith in the village of Elstow, near Bedford. He had very little schooling but learned the rudiments of reading and writing. From boyhood on, Bunyan experienced private visions that fed his brand of Christian devotion. He saw devils and heard inner voices talking about Christ and later in life felt driven to pray to trees and broomsticks. These visions and dreams would later serve as an inspiration for his writings. The major part of his early life was spent at a time when the English Puritans were experiencing almost a life and death struggle for their survival. Bunyan himself was a strong believer in Puritanic faith and he belonged to Baptist sympathies, to which he was induced by his first wife Margaret Bentley. He began to read the Bible and attend church on a regular basis. Bunyan was received into the Baptist Church in 1653. Bunyan advanced his knowledge of the Christian faith and scriptures by fasting and practicing solemn prayer. He started preaching in Bedford and nearby villages and gained an immense, popular following wherever he preached, earning the nickname “Bishop Bunyan” because of his stature as a religious teacher and thinker. His experience of religion was deeply individual. A pious young man, his strong sensitivity to sin was self-imposed and self-enforced. His personal standards were harsh and unforgiving. Bunyan did not commit many sins, but he did confess to using profane language, having danced, and having rung the bells of his local church without permission. These details will enable you to understand how the religious discipline inherent in the man must have motivated his writings in a large way. His severe and self-critical moral code provides the backdrop to Christian’s earnest and impassioned search for salvation in The Pilgrim’s Progress. 
Earlier, Bunyan had taken part in the Civil War (1642-1646), although nothing definite is known about his soldiering career. Religion and politics both dominated Bunyan’s life at all points of time. You already know that the Puritans, evangelical Christians with strict moral beliefs, had a great influence over the government and culture of England during Bunyan’s lifetime. Their growing power culminated in civil war and the installation of the Puritan Oliver Cromwell as Lord Protector of Britain in 1653. Religion in the seventeenth century as you know by now, was also highly political. It was not simply a matter of choosing one’s faith to practice peacefully at home but a sign of political alliance with or rebellion against the ruling faction in public life. Religion affected one’s career and one’s family’s prosperity, and Bunyan demonstrates this in The Pilgrim’s Progress when Christian suddenly decides to leave his family behind to seek salvation in the Celestial City. 

After the Restoration of Charles II, the Puritans had to face strong prosecution and Bunyan was sent to prison twice for his preaching to his congregation without having the state license to do so, one being for a lengthy period of twelve years. The long life of imprisonment ignited his creative impulse and he wrote part I of The Pilgrim’s Progress.  The milder tone of Part II may be partly a reflection of the spirit of greater tolerance of religious differences prevailing in England later in his life. It is famously held that Bunyan's famous allegory about Pilgrim's journey to the Celestial City has been second only to the Bible itself in the number of copies sold worldwide over the three and a half centuries since it was first published. In this connection references may be given to his other works not as well known as The Pilgrim’s Progress. These are Some Gospel Truths Opened (1656), A Vindication (1657), Grace Abounding (1666), Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners (1666), The Holy City, or the New Jerusalem (1666). The full title of the first part of the present text was The Pilgrim’s Progress from this world to that which is to come (First Part - 1672), followed by the second in 1684. His other better known works are The Life and Death of Mr. Badman (1680) and The Holy War (1682). Few writers in history have left such a wealth of Christ-centered writings as Bunyan has. 
3.1.2. INTRODUCING THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS
As mentioned earlier, Bunyan began writing The Pilgrim’s Progress when he was behind bars after the Restoration; and the first part thus written was published in 1678. Bunyan’s assurance in the validity of all his personal visions underlies The Pilgrim’s Progress, which he disguises as a dream. The second part was published in 1684. In the six years between Parts I and II, his confidence as a writer grew visibly. The text is so fresh and original partly because Bunyan knew no great fiction writers to copy. Early editions of his work were often on cheap and coarse paper, bought mainly by the poor. Bunyan thus had a hand in educating the class from which he himself came. The characters have no individual personality but are embodiments of moral qualities as illustrated by their names: Christian, Christiana, Great-heart, and Hopeful, to name a few. This might remind you of the naming of characters in the medieval morality plays. 
Generically The Pilgrim’s Progress is regarded as a prose allegory.  Its full title is lengthy - The Pilgrim’s Progress from this world to that which is to come. The entire text is divided into two parts. The first part describes the religious conversion of Christian, and of his religious life in this world, his visit to the river of Death, and the Heavenly City which lies beyond it. The second part is concerned with Christiana, the wife of Christian, and their children. Like Christian they also undertake a similar type of journey with a group of friends. 
The plot structure is episodic and several episodes symbolise real life experiences. For example the episodes of Slough of Despond, the valleys of Humiliation and the Shadow of Death represent the different stages of despair and depression, spiritual despondency and terror. Christian is also confronted with the derision and anger of public opinion, symbolised by the Vanity Fair The full text and its symbolic implication will be explained to you very shortly.
At first sight The Pilgrim’s Progress allegorises the Puritan faith. Christian and his wife Christiana belong to the Puritan sects, of which in real life Bunyan himself was a member. Historically, the Puritans were to undergo the toughest and severe punishments in the reign of Charles II. Yet, The Pilgrim’s Progress is much more than merely a dramatisation of the Puritan spirit. Because of its allegorical content, it may be related to the tradition of Middle English dream and allegorical literature, as we have already mentioned.  These aspects make it closely aligned with the popular traditions of culture to an extent unequalled by any other major literary work of the period. 
Another element of popular culture that Bunyan integrates and assimilates within the prose narrative in his use of the Bible, which was a popular household reading during the time. The significance of The Pilgrim’s Progress is thus multi-dimensional. Within its allegorical framework, its characters – abstractions and moral virtues or vices personified - are reminiscent of the medieval tradition of Morality plays. The pronounced presence of dream elements makes it comparable to other specimens of dream literature, chronologically both before and after Bunyan. In the introduction of dialogues in the lips of the characters, or the actions, reactions and interaction between and among different persons, and in specifying a distinctive storyline, The Pilgrim’s Progress is a work of fiction in its germinal/embryonic form. It is also part and parcel of contemporary popular literature by virtue of its unpretentious presentation of themes and easy, simple and lucid language. 
We may now draw your attention to the excerpt recommended in the course.   
3.1.3 TEXT (EXTRACT). 
Vanity Fair

Then I saw in my dream, that when they were got out of the wilderness, they presently saw a town before them, and the name of that town is Vanity; and at the town there is a fair kept, called Vanity Fair; it is kept all the year long; it beareth the name of Vanity Fair, because the town where it is kept is lighter than Vanity; and also because all that is there sold, or that cometh thither is Vanity. As is the saying of the wise, "All that cometh is vanity." (Ecclesiastes 11.8) 1
This fair is no new erected business; but a thing of ancient standing; I will show you the original of it. 

Almost five thousand years agone, there were pilgrims walking to the Celestial City2, as these two honest persons are; and Beelzebub, Apollyon, and Legion, with their companions, perceiving by the path that the pilgrims made, that their way to the city lay through this town of Vanity, they contrived here to set up a fair; a fair wherein should be sold of all sorts of vanity, and that it should last all the year long. Therefore at this fair are all such merchandise sold, as houses, lands, trades, places, honours, preferments3, titles, countries, kingdoms, lusts, pleasures, and delights of all sorts, as whores, bawds, wives, husbands, children, masters, servants, lives, blood, bodies, souls, silver, gold, pearls, precious stones, and what not.

And, moreover, at this fair there is at all times to be seen juggling, cheats, games, plays, fools, apes, knaves, and rogues, and that of every kind.

Here are to be seen, too, and that for nothing, thefts, murders, adulteries, false swearers, and that of a blood - red colour.

And as in other fairs of less moment, there are the several rows and streets, under their proper names, where such and such wares are vended; so here likewise you have the proper places, rows, streets (viz., countries and kingdoms), where the wares of this fair are soonest to be found. Here is the Britain Row; the French Row; the Italian Row; the Spanish Row; the German Row where several sorts of vanities are to be sold4. But, as in other fairs, some one commodity is as the chief of all the fair, so the ware of Rome5 and her merchandise is greatly promoted in this fair; only our English nation, with some others, have taken a dislike thereat. 


Now, as I said, the way to the Celestial City lies just through this town, where this lusty6 fair is kept; and he that will go to the City, and yet not go through this town, must needs “go out of the world”. (Corinthians 1, Chap 5 Verse 10)7
The Prince of princes8 himself, when here, went through this town to his own country, and that upon a fair- day too, yea, and as I think, it was BEELZEBUB, the chief lord of this fair, that invited him to buy of his vanities; yea, would have made him lord of the fair, would he but have done him reverence as he went through the town. (Matthew, Chap 4, Verse 8) Yea, because he was such a person of honour, Beelzebub had him from street to street, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a little time, that he might, if possible, allure the Blessed One to cheapen9 and buy some of his vanities; but he had no mind to the merchandise, and therefore left the town, without laying out so much as one farthing upon these vanities.

This fair, therefore, is an ancient thing, of long standing, and a very great fair.

Now these pilgrims, as I said, must needs go through this fair. Well, so they did; but, behold, even as they entered into the fair, all the people in the fair were moved, and the town itself as it were in a hubbub about them; and that for several reasons: for

First, the pilgrims were clothed with such kind of raiment as was diverse from the raiment of any that traded in that fair. The people, therefore, of the fair, made a great gazing upon them: some said they were fools, some they were bedlams, and some they are outlandish men10. (Corinthians Book 1. Chap 2, Verse 7)

Secondly, and as they wondered at their apparel, so they did likewise at their speech; for few could understand what they said; they naturally spoke the language11 of Canaan12; but they that kept the fair were the men of this world: so that, from one end of the fair to the other, they seemed barbarians each to the other.

Thirdly, but that which did not a little amuse the merchandisers was that these pilgrims set very light by all their wares; they cared not so much as to look upon them; and if they called upon them to buy, they would put their fingers in their ears, and cry, "Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity", and look upwards, signifying that their trade and traffic was in heaven. (Psalm 119, Verse 37)13
One chanced mockingly, beholding the carriages of the men, to say unto them, What will ye buy? But they, looking gravely upon him, said, "We buy the truth". (Proverbs 23, 23)14
At that there was an occasion taken to despise the men the more; some mocking, some taunting, some speaking reproachfully, and some calling upon others to smite them. At last things came to a hubbub and great stir in the fair, insomuch that all order was confounded. Now was word presently brought to the great one of the fair, who quickly came down, and deputed some of his most trusty friends to take these men into examination, about whom the fair was almost overturned. So the men were brought to examination; and they that sat upon them15 asked them whence they came, whither they went, and what they did there, in such an unusual garb?

The men told them that they were pilgrims and strangers in the world, and that they were going to their own country, which was the Heavenly Jerusalem16;

and that they had given no occasion to the men of the town, nor yet to the merchandisers, thus to abuse them, and to let them in their journey, except it was for that, when one asked them what they would buy, they said they would buy the truth. But they that were appointed to examine them did not believe them to be any other than bedlams and mad, or else such as came to put all things into a confusion in the fair. Therefore they took them and beat them, and besmeared them with dirt; and then put them into the cage, that they might be made a spectacle to all the men of the fair. 
3.1.4. NOTES AND GLOSSARY 
You will notice that the text has several Christian allusions mentioned in parentheses. For your convenience, we first put down the quotes from these sources as and where they occur in the text.  

1.“But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the day of darkness; for they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity."
~ Ecclesiastes 11:8 ~
Clearly Bunyan’s insistence is on vanity as a cardinal vice that undoes the human pursuit of Heaven hereafter. This idea is pervasively present in The Pilgrim’s Progress in general and of course the episode of ‘Vanity Fair’ in particular. 
2. “Almost five thousand years agone…to set up a fair.” The allusion is to Mark, Chapter V, verses 8 – 10. The “unclean spirit” is the Biblical phrase, particularly associated with Beelzebub, Prince of the Devils, Apollyon destroyer., also called ‘the angel of the bottomless pit’ in Book of Revelation, Chapter 9; Verse 11. At a time when we are all used to the culture of shopping malls where even the commonest of objects come to acquire a glitter, Bunyan’s list of merchandise on sale at Vanity Fair appears interesting. You will notice that the exhaustive list contains in abstraction, allegorical references to all such objects, animate and inanimate, that comprise the various materialistic desires and acquisitions that modern (by any standards) life is made up of. To Bunyan the Puritan therefore, all such objects constitute impediments in the form of desires that tempt human beings in this transitory life, on the path to Heaven. And such is the law of faith that a ‘pilgrim’ must needs walk through such temptations to reach the promised salvation. The archetype for this was laid by Christ, who had to face the temptations posed by Satan in the desert; overcome them and only then could the Son of God get back to the Father. In this sense, ‘Vanity Fair’ is supremely allegorical. 
3. Preferments, titles: Appointments and promotions to political or ecclesiastical positions. 

4. Notice that Bunyan categorically mentions different European nations, each known for their national prejudices. Mention might be made in this context of the 18th century writer Oliver Goldsmith’s famous essay ‘National Prejudices’, that you might as well read with your counselor in class. Bunyan perhaps is of the idea that these man-made prejudices and vanities are in a way deterrents in the path of achieving the universal goal of redemption of humanity by casting aside narrow pursuits in worldly life. But on the face of it, the different national rows make Vanity Fair a virtual world trade centre, if one were to use a modern analogy! 

5.  “…the ware of Rome and her merchandise…”: The practices and the temporal power of the Roman Catholic Church. Bunyan’s Puritan temperament would naturally be of this opinion. 
6. “lusty”: Cheerful, lustful. The glitter of the fair is here perceived through a Puritan vision.
7. “go out of the world”: The phrase occurs in Corinthians: Chapter V, Verse 10. The exact words are: 
“Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world."
~ 1 Corinthians 5:10 ~

8. “The Prince of princes…”: The allusion is to one of the interesting episodes in Matthew Chapter IV; paragraphs 4 – 11 which relate to the Temptations of Christ, adored as ‘the Prince of princes’ by Satan in the wilderness. The exact words are: 
“Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;"
~ Matthew 4:8 ~

9. To cheapen: To ask the price of 

10. “Bedlams” and “outlandish” – Outlandish bears the meaning of foreign, while Bedlams would refer to lunatics from Bethlehem Hospital asylum in London. The reference is to the Corinthians: 
"But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory."
~ 1 Corinthians 2:7, 8 ~ 

The word ‘mystery’ is important here. Since people at Vanity Fair cannot understand the inherent wisdom in the words of the pilgrims, they find them quaint, subject them to inhuman treatment and cause all the suffering. This is a lot like what was done to Christ, because temporal powers failed to/ deliberately did not understand his sayings. 
11. the language of Cannan: The Greeks and Romans so designated all those who speak in tongues other than Greek and Latin. 

12. Cannan: The Promised Land, ultimately conquered by the Children of Israel. 

13. "Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way."
~ Psalm 119:37 ~ 

14. "Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding."
~ Proverbs 23:23 ~ 

15. “…they that sat upon them”: Interrogated and tried them (as in putting to trial) 

16. "These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city."
~ Hebrews 11:13-16 ~
3.1.5. CRITICAL APPRECIATION OF TEXTUAL PORTION
‘Vanity Fair’ is the best known episode in The Pilgrim’s Progress. The popularity of this section can be measured by the fact that William Makepeace Thackeray, a major Victorian novelist, titled his most popular novel as Vanity Fair. In a lighter vein, Vanity Fair is also one of the leading international magazines that carries news of Hollywood, politics, fashion, high society scandals and so on! It seems interesting to probe why Bunyan chose such a name. 

The universal acceptability of the particular episode may be attributed to different reasons. First, it is written in a language which is easy to understand and lucid. Even when the readers fail to understand the underlying allegory of the text, they do not however detect anything in the text which is abstract, or highly philosophical or mystical.  On the contrary, Bunyan turns one of the most familiar institutions in contemporary England – annual fairs – into an allegory of universal spiritual significance. Christian and his companion Faithful pass through the town of Vanity in the season of a local fair that is great and ancient. It is called Vanity Fair, an occasion for trade in tawdry products, and the worship of Beelzebub, one of the rebel angels against God in the army of Lucifer. At Vanity Fair, Faithful and Christian are mocked, smeared with dirt, and thrown in a cage. Given a chance to repent, they stay true to their righteous hatred of worldly possessions. They are condemned to death for belittling Vanity’s false religion. Faithful tries to speak in his own defence but is burned at the stake and carried off to heaven. Christian is remanded to prison but escapes later. 

In this context you may now like to take into consideration the opening sentence of the given extract – “Then I saw in my dream, that when they were got out of the wilderness, they presently saw a town before them…” which situates the text in the tradition of Middle English dream Literature.   
You are also requested to look at the title of the ‘Vanity Fair’. The dictionary meaning of the word vanity refers to the emptiness or worthlessness of the soul. It may also signify the worldly pride – the conceit. Thus the title ‘Vanity Fair’ may be suggestive of the kind of fair where worldly men display or exhibit their pride and engage themselves in foolish and meaningless activities – the kind of activity which degrades and degenerates, corrupts and perverts their social habits and characteristic tendencies. 
At the beginning the author describes that the town of Vanity and the fair, which is located in that town are the contrivances of Beelzebub, Apollyon and Legion. It seems to resemble a large shopping centre, where, instead of consumable commodities everything that is sold is of mercenary, materialistic and morally depraved nature. They include such worldly items as “houses, lands, trades, places, honours, preferments.” In fact the wares at the fair embrace both non-human and human objects – “lusts, pleasures and delights of all sorts, as whores, bawds, wives, husbands, children, silver, gold, pearls, precious stones and what not.”

It is clear from Bunyan’s description that his theological intention is as much to uphold the theological context of the text as also its social perspective. The historical time to which The Pilgrim’s Progress belongs was the time of social restlessness, moral depravity with the men and women in the society engaging themselves in superficial activities, as the Puritan perception went. The flippancy and frivolity induced by the Restoration of the Royal Court of Charles II filtered down the social scale and affected the lifestyle and characteristic habits of the common people. This is being allegorically suggested by the scenes and situations, sights and objects at the Vanity Fair. In fact, the word ‘vanity’ suggestively refers to flimsy social habits and engagements of the Restoration worldlings. It is significant to note that at the Vanity Fair there is hardly anything good or redeeming either in the persons who assemble there or in the nature of the commodities, arranged either for sale or consumption by the people. And to quote Bunyan, this comprises of  “… whores, bawds… jugglings, cheats, … fools, apes, knaves and rogues” and also “houses, lands trades, places, honours, preferments…”
Bunyan’s social vision is not merely confined to the contemporary English context but also extended to the European reality. This idea is particularly embedded/ registered in the following paragraph: 

“And in other fairs of less moment… with some others, have taken a dislike thereat.”
It is true that Bunyan is not a satirist in the strict sense of the term, but in the lines and passages quoted above, you will not possibly miss the unmistakable spirit of social satire.

3.1.6. PURITANISM IN THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS: EVALUATING VANITY FAIR

Vanity Fair is overwhelmingly enriched with the Christian Puritan spirit. Now when we say ‘Puritan’, you must feel curious about the associational meaning of this particular world. The word ‘Puritan’ is derived from the word ‘Puritanism’. Therefore our task at this point is to ascertain how the prescribed text is reflective of the spirit of Puritanism. For this, we shall repeat in short the basic facts of Puritanism that you have already come across in Module 1. 
The terms ‘Puritan’ or ‘Puritanism’ are mostly used in a narrow sense of religious practice and attitudes and in a broad sense of ethical outlook, which is much less easy to define. In a strict sense ‘Puritan’ was applied to those Protestant reformers who rejected Queen Elizabeth’s religious settlement of 1560. This settlement sought a middle way between Roman Catholicism and the extreme spirit of reform of Geneva – the European city which became famous as the centre of the most extreme of the great Protestant reformers, John Calvin the founder of Calvinism. The Puritans influenced by Geneva and other continental centres objected to the retention of Bishop and to any appearance of what they regarded as superstition in Church worship. Apart from their united opposition to Roman Catholicism, Puritans disagreed among themselves on questions of doctrines and church organization - the principal sects being Presbyterians, Independents, Baptists and later Quakers. 
Let us now cast attention to the meaning of Puritanism in the broader social and moral contexts. In this respect Puritanism has always represented strict obedience to the dictates of conscience and a strong emphasis on the virtue of self – denial. In this sense even an individual can be described as ‘puritan’, whether or not he belongs to the recognised Puritan sects, or even if one is an atheist. The Puritanic orthodoxy and conservatism, in general was opposed to any form of art or dramatic performance simply because the strict Puritan, in his intense love of truth, was much inclined to confuse fiction with lying. Thus Bunyan was criticized by some of his Puritan comrades for writing fiction in his allegory The Pilgrim’s Progress. This could be an interesting way of reading the present text which is by an avowed Puritan!  

After having given you a very brief idea about Puritanism, we may now talk about how the spirit of Puritanism affects the text of ‘Vanity Fair’. In course of reading the text of ‘Vanity Fair’ you have noticed how the fair ground is filled with objects and sights, sins and evils of mundane worldly life. The entire description corresponds to the Puritanic belief that the man’s worldly life is full of temptations.  At every step of life he stands vulnerable to temptations of all types, mostly moral and spiritual. But in order to achieve the ultimate or the final stage of salvation, man is to undergo this specific stage.  Bunyan writes in this connection: “Now, as I said, the way to the Celestial City lies just through this town where this lusty fair is kept; and he that will go to the City, and yet not go through this town, must needs ‘go out the world.”
The Puritanic idea allegorised by Bunyan in this section of The Pilgrim’s Progress is simultaneously allusive and suggestive. It alludes to the Temptations of Christ in the wilderness, and also the temptation of St. Augustine, narrated in Soliloquies. The immediacy of the Biblical allusion apart, the descriptions are also suggestive of the universal pattern of human life and existence – the encircling flames of Temptation, man’s attempts at overcoming them, his self-salvation, as he succeeds in the task of conquering the evil allurements of worldly life. According to the Puritan, the human life represents the archetype of the pilgrimage and its progress towards self-enlightenment. 
It has however been suggested that such a journey is neither smooth nor without any danger or adverse predicament. To the people around them, the pilgrims, who represent humanity appear to be strange and non – identifiable alien figures: “The pilgrims were clothed with such kind of raiment as was diverse from the raiment of any that traded in that fair. The people, therefore, of the fair, made a great gazing upon them. Some said they were fools, some they were bedlams, and some they were outlandish men.” The Pilgrims were also subjected to physical torture and humiliation, as Christ was before his crucifixion. If you look into the text, you will find these ideas substantiated: “At that there was an occasion taken to despise the men the more: some mocking, some taunting, some speaking reproachfully and some calling upon others to smite them… But they that were appointed to examine them did not believe them to be any other than bedlams and mad… they took them and beat them, and besmeared them with dirt, and then put them into the cage that they might be made a spectacle to all the men of the fair …” The reference to such commercial terms as ‘merchandise’ and ‘merchandisers’  may stand for the commercialization of religion by the Catholic priests opposed by the Puritan Protestants.
3.1.7. BUNYAN’S STYLE

The allegoric design of The Pilgrim’s Progress in general and of ‘Vanity Fair’ in particular, never appears to be dull or monotonous to the readers for two reasons. First, Bunyan hardly uses any word or expression which is tinged with philosophic abstraction. Bunyan states everything in a simple and lucid manner. He narrates the experiences with the delightful gusto of a story teller. Secondly, he dramatizes the narrative to capture the attention of his readers. The following  passage may be cited to substantiate the statements: 
One chanced mockingly, beholding the carriages of the men to say unto them, What will ye buy? But they, looking gravely upon him, said, We buy the truth. At that there was an occasion taken to despise the more; some mocking, some taunting, some speaking reproachfully, and some calling upon others to suite them.”  
3.1.8. SUMMING UP 

To get back to where we began, should we denounce and criticize The Pilgrim’s Progress as a dull and uninteresting text? It is true that the text has obvious theological/moral/philosophical connotations. But Bunyan’s descriptive art, his technique and style of writing have hardly divested the text of its literary merit and sound aesthetic appeal. ‘Vanity Fair’ itself is a microcosm of life’s macrocosm with all its variety, contradictions, oppositional and diverse, differential elements. 
3.1.9. COMPREHENSION EXERCISES 

Long Answer Types (20 marks) 

1. The immediate contexts of The Pilgrim’s Progress are at once social and philosophical. Analyse ‘Vanity Fair’ in the light of this statement. 

2. Write a critical note on the Puritanic elements in ‘Vanity Fair’ with close reference to the text. 

3. What fictional elements do you find in The Pilgrim’s Progress? How do they contribute to the aesthetic appeal of the text? You are expected to answer this with reference to the syllabised text extract. 

Medium Length Answers (12 marks) 

1. How does Bunyan make use of Biblical elements in the text? 

2. Why does The Pilgrim’s Progress generically belong to the genre of dream literature? Analyse on the basis of your reading of the extract.
3. Comment briefly on the meaning of the title ‘Vanity Fair’. Also relate it to the full title of The Pilgrim’s Progress.

Short Anwer Types (6 marks) 

1. Write a short note on Bunyan and Puritanism. 

2. What do you know about the Valleys of humiliation and the Shadow of Death? 

3. Briefly show how Bunyan’s upbringing contributed to the makings of the writer that he became in life. 

3.1.10. SUGGESTED READING LIST  
Gillie, Christopher. Longman Companion to English Literature. (For a detailed idea of Puritanism) 
Sharrock, R. John Bunyan 

Talon, H. John Bunyan: The Man and His Works.

