Paper Editors’ Introduction to Paper III 
Dear Learner, 
From Papers I and II to Paper III now, we hope it has been an interesting and enlightening journey for you as learners enrolled in the Bachelors Degree Programme in Elective English at Netaji Subhas Open University. In the chronological division and alignment of your syllabus, Paper III logically deals with the period of the Restoration in England. 

In post Renaissance and Reformation England, the Restoration of monarchy after the overthrow of the Crown and the period of the Commonwealth is definitely the single largest event. This Paper, which dwells at length on contemporary ‘Politics, Society and Culture’ will guide you through the manifold perspectives that make this era one of the most complex, as far as literary representations are concerned. As in a relay race, we begin the detailed contents a little in advance of 1660, which was the year of the return of King Charles II from France to assume the throne. The purpose behind this is to help you understand the trends, ruptures and continuities from the overthrow of monarchy in England to its resumption. As a corollary, you will also be guided in detail how deeply social mores characterized the literary output of the period. Module 1 thus gives you a comprehensive view of all this. 

As with your previous Papers, Modules 2, 3 and 4 take up representative poetry, prose and dramatic output of the period for detailed study. In addition to the Timelines chart, we have also provided a pictorial representation of the Stuart Line and the House of Hanover, that will help you to understand the ascendancy issue to the throne. You are to keep in mind that this Paper thematically covers also the Glorious Revolution of 1688, by which time accession to the throne had passed from being a divine right to being decided by the terms of Parliament. We are sure your counselors will guide you adequately on understanding this part of social history, without which no understanding of the literature of a period can be complete. 

The Comprehension Exercises at the end of each Unit, the check boxes within the Units and the Suggested Reading lists are all meant to embellish your understanding. As in previous Papers, the question pattern for Paper III, both for Assignments and Term Ends remains the same: 

a)  20x2 Questions (Out of a choice of 6 questions)

b) 12x3 Questions (out of a choice of 8 questions)

c) 6x4 Questions (out of a choice of 8 questions)
We hope that the new study materials, aided by counseling sessions, will bring out the best in you as students of literature. We conclude with the best of wishes in this learning endeavour.  
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