	Date
	Major historical events
	Date
	Major literary figures and their works

	1625
	Death of James I; accession of Charles I
	1625
	Purchas, Hakluytus Posthumus, or Purchas his Pilgrimes, contayning a History of the World in Sea Voyages and Land Travell by Englishmen and others

	1629
	Charles I begins his personal rule with dissolution of Parliament. 
	
	

	
	
	1634
	Milton (1608-74), Comus performed. His major prose works are: The Reason of Church Government and An Apology for Smectymnuus (both 1642), Areopagitica (1644),  The Readie and Easie Way to Establish a Free Commonwealth (1660); and his important poetical works include: Lycidas (1638), Paradise Lost (1667), Paradise Regained (1671); Samson Agonistes (1671). 

	1640
	Long Parliament summoned in November. It is so named to distinguish it from the Short Parliament that was convened earlier that year.
	
	

	1642
	King attempts to arrest the five members; raises royal standard at Nottingham beginning the Civil War. The first major battle between the King’s army and the Parliamentary Army was fought at Edge Hill with no decisive result.  
	1642
	Theatres closed by order of the Parliament.



	1644
	The second major battle of the Civil War takes place at Marston Moor; a decisive victory for the Parliamentary Army. 
	
	

	1645
	Victory of Parliamentary Army at Naseby. This was the third major battle of the Civil War.
	
	

	1646
	King Charles I surrenders to the Scots, who in turn sells him to the Parliament for £400,000.
	1646
	Crashaw, Steps to the Temple

	1647
	Putney debates to discuss the nature of the English Constitution
	1647
	Cowley, The Mistress

	1649
	Trial and execution of Charles I
	1649
	Lovelace, Lucasta

	
	
	1651
	Hobbes, Leviathan

	1653
	Oliver Cromwell becomes Lord Protector of England.
	
	

	1658
	Death of Oliver Cromwell; Richard Cromwell succeeds his father.


	
	

	1660
	Following the overthrow of Richard Cromwell in 1659, Charles II ascends the throne of England. This event is known as the Restoration of Monarchy. 
	1660
	Theatres open. 

Dryden, Astrae Redux
Samuel Pepys begins his diary. This keeps a record of all the major historical events of England till 1669.

	1665
	Plague in London. Plague was a recurrent problem of 17th century, a result of the poor civic condition of the city. 
	
	

	1666
	City of London is destroyed by the Great Fire. The fire raged for three days, destroying most of the medieval architectures. 
	
	

	
	
	1667
	Dryden, Annus Mirabilis
Milton, Paradise Lost

	
	
	1675
	The well-acclaimed play of Wycherley (1641-1715), The Country Wife, is enacted. His other important play is The Plain Dealer that was presented in the following year. 

	
	
	1677
	Dryden, All for Love, the famous adaptation of a Shakespearean tragedy.

	
	
	1678
	Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress

	1681
	Lord Shaftesbury or Lord Ashely, a founder of the Whig party is tried for high treason. He was later acquitted. 
	1681
	First part of Dryden’s Absalom and Achitophel is published. The second part is published in the next year.

	1685
	Death of Charles II and accession of James II. James Scott or the First Duke of Monmouth leads a rebellion to oppose the succession of James II. He was defeated and beheaded.  
	
	

	
	
	1687
	Newton, Principia

	1688
	‘Glorious Revolution’: James II flees and William III and Mary II succeed. This event is also known as the Bloodless Revolution. Roman Catholicism was permanently rejected and the Parliament was established as the ruling power of England. 
	
	

	
	
	1690
	Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding 

	1694
	Death of Mary
	
	

	
	
	1700
	The most popular play of William Congreve (1670-1729), Way of the World, is enacted. His earlier plays include: The Old Bachelor (1693), 
The Double Dealer (1693), Love for Love (1695).


